
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF FISHERIES 

Cordova .-..--.. BY 
Tovember 30, 1925 

Tha Commissioner o f  Fisheries, 
Washington, D. C. 

Thare follows a sumrriary o f  the work  done and investigations made i n  
Cook Inlet  d i s t r i c t  season 1925 w i t h  recornendations for 1925. 

Repaiks and a l te ra t iom t o  the Kittiwake being completed, we sail& 
f r o m  Seattle on the 15th day o f  April f o r  Cook Inlet. nXr. J, R. Russell, 
Field Superintendent aboard going t o  Yes Bay, where \*;e arrive April lYth, 
leaving Yes Bay April 21st, w i t h  TXr. Russell, Xr .  Zwaner and Xr .  Seversen 
o f  the Bureau s b o a r d  f o r  Zetchikan where we arrive during the evening o f  
the day. 

Leaving Ketchilcan on the 22nd of  April t o  erect  markers as instructed 
by the Juneau office a t  t h e  limits o f  closed areas (Vest Coas t  Prince o f  
Wales Island) i n  Kasook Inlet ,  Hetta Inlet ,  Sarcar Cove and Shipley Bay. 
After completing tine work  asigned we departed f r o m  the l a t t e r  place April 26th. 

In route t o  Cooks In le t  stops wore made a t  Varm 3priw Bay, Hoonah, 
Dixon Harbor, Y a k u t a t ,  Cordova and Seward, arriving at Seldovia, Cook Inlet  
m y  10th. 

The work o f  marking stream mouths was imodiatcly begun and carried 
out i n  the sequence o f  the importance and value o f  the different salmzl streams. 

l*URKE?lS ESTABLISHED 
Ihring the season markers were estaljliahed a t  the Kenai. K a s i l o f ,  

ITinilchik, &it, and Seldovia Rivers, Deep Creek, Kalgin Island Creek, &ry 
Creek, Indian Creek, Three Xile and jtarichkof Creeks, Koyuktolik and China h o t  
Lagoon8 a t  Xnglish Bay, Tutka By, Port C h a t h a m  and Por t  G r a h a m  Bays. The erec- 
t ion o f  markers were done i n  conjunction with p a t r o l  work axxi other duties and 
retarded by natnral condition i n  Cook Inlet ,  such as unusual tides, knee deep 
mad covering extensive f la ts  a t  the mouth of  various streams i n  exposed places 
without anchorages where a boat m y  be safely l e f t  w h i l e  part o f  the crew is at  
work ashore. Bp2roximtely 35 streams remain t o  bo rnsrked i n  this d is t r ic t .  

- 

A continuous p a t r o l  was maintained with the Kittiwake during the weekly 
close per iod  i n  which time as much fishing gear of  a l l  classes was inswcted as 
was possible. In addition t o  the patrol work done w i t h  the Kittiwake, a power 
dory was chartered and &Po W i l l i a m  Besaer was employed t o  p a t r o l  with this  boa t  
a l l  f ishing gear operated between Moose Point and Point Possession during the 
heavy run o f  salmon -July 15th t o  August 9th. 
commencing shortly af ter  our a r r iva l  a t  Cook In le t  made p a t r o l  duties an early 
part. of our work. 

King mlmon fishing w i t h  g i l l  nets 
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VXOIATIOBS FISHEIR'Y R?3GULBTIOIBS 
On Uay 24th eleven Kenai native fishemen Were found i l l ega l ly  fishing, 

twenty eight set  nets ( G i l l  Rets) on the f lats o f f  the Kustatan River. Two of 
these fishermen operated s ix  nets and two dories f o r  and belong@ t o  J. A. Magill 
of Anchorage, the remaining nine being employed t o  operate trrPenty two nets w i t h  
seven dories f o r  and owned by Libby ETcXei11 & Libby (cannery at Dnai). 
fishermen were placed under arrest and the fishing equipment seized. 
brought t o  Anchorage where the fishermen m a d e d  gui l ty  bsfore the U. S. Cornmiss- 
ioner, they received and served a sentence o f  ten days i n  the Federal Jail. The 
fishing equipment was placed i n  charge o f  a custodian and after a long delay was 
delivered t o  the Department of Justice, July 9th. 

me 
811 were 

B;oRFI",I!l'UR3 A?.? SBLE OF COXFISCA!ED FISHImG GEUR 

and the same was sold at auction by the U. 3. marshal September loth, for the 
Libby €icTJeiil & Libby forfeited their nets and dories without protest 

Sum of 9$4?1.200 

J.A. Ewill contested the seizure o f  his nets  and dories bbfiore the 0. S. 
Distr ic t  Court at Seward in  which h i s  nets were ordered confiscated, the dories 
being returned t o  h i m  upon the pound that they were not being used for fishing 

(A separate report was made t o  the Bureau i n  connection with the fore-  
going violations) 

when seized. The sale o f  these nets amounted t o  $31.25. 

3- IMpE1OvXEm 

Kittiwake could be safely anchored w h i l e  malting inspection o r  doing improvment 
work. Charles Robinson & d n  were employed t o  blast out a coal. ledge about six 
miles up the mit River, which obstructed the ascent o f  salmon. The writer 
assisted by some o f  the crew of  the K i t t i w a k e  cut seven beaver dams on Three 
Yile Creek, seven on Cycloman Creek, a small tributary t o  Chit River, and three 
on Indian Creek. The mouth o f  Indian Creek was opened up where a large bank 
o f  gravel had been thrown up dur iw ghe winter stomns causing the waters of the 
stream t o  seep thru the gravel, preventing young salmon from get t ing out o f  the 
stream o r  salmon f r o m  entering, a l l  o f  the foregoing are red salmon streams with 
lakes a t  their  80urc0, approximately three quarters o f  a mile wide by tmo miles 
i n  length. 

This vork was confined mostly t o  streams affected near places where the 

Considerable attention was given Kalgin Island Creek, this an important 
red salmon stream where an estimated nnmber o f  for ty  thousand red salmn were 
found at the mouth unable t o  ascend due t o  the small quantity o f  water i n  the 
stream which was spread over the pr3vel beach a t  the month, a f t e r  digging a 
charnel from mouth of  stream t o  about half t ide mark, 1216 red salmon were count- 
ed going into th i s  stream i n  approximately two hours on August 9th. 
t i r e  estimate of 20 Dolly Varaen Trout were following each of  the 1216 red salmon 
comted entering the stream a t  th i s  time. This stream approximately one and a 
half miles long, average w i d t h  15 t o  20 feet ,  average depth 1 t o  3 fee' * 

e x ~ e p t i n g ~ p p r o x i m t e l y  150 yards from the muth. arrounding countrj 
w i t h  practically no water shed, apparently water supplied this  stream 
oomes f rom under ground springe, Lake at source reported t o  be appro3 
one and a half miles long by one half mile wide, not visi ted personall 

A consema- 
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From investigations made and work done i n  opening up beaver dams i n  
Indian Cyclolnan and W e e  Xile Creeks and f rom reports received regdrding 
beaver dams i n  other streams extending from Chinitna Bay t o  Susitna River, 
i t  is apparent that spawning areas i n  this section are seriously affected 
by these dsms and i n  a very s h o r t  t ime w i l l  be entirely destroyed. Tha most 
important stream observea requiring improvment i s  Chinik Creek (Edishak Bay] 
attached hereto i s  copy o f  report on this stream by stream guard James Hart, 
which covers the si tuation quite thoroughly. 

It may be added here that I&. Hart is  an eqerienced hard rock miner. 

Important red salmon streams emptying into Kenai Lake and tributaries,  
Kenai River i n  addition t o  streams emptying into the Susitna River and areas 
north o f  k s i t n a  River were not visi ted,  due t o  the distance and time requir- 
ad t o  m%ke investigations a t  these points. 

S!I!%XEI WAXDS AITD O!!Z!ER T3€PORA33Y EiPLOYlT3S 

June 3rd t o  July 30th, inclusive. 
James Hart;, stream guard was stationed a t  Chinik Creek (Kamishak Bsy) 

Jack Tansy, stream gaard a t  English Bay Stream, June 1st t o  July 31st .  

Ed Henning, on board the Kittiwake assis t ing i n  measuring distance from 
mouths o f  streams ana erecting markers, Xay 18th t o  July 5th. 

William Msser, Custodian seized fishing gear a t  Anchor&-, &Yay 28th t o  
July 8th. inclusive. 

George 2.. Thomas, Custodian seized dories at Kustatan !.lay 26th t o  29th. 

John a l o n e ,  ass is t ing cuatodian-William ljasser w a s h i n g  and storing sei- 
sed nets ana gears at Anchorage, ray 28th t o  31st, inclusive. 

W i l l i a m  Besser, patrolman IEoose Point t o  Point Possession July 15th t o  
August 3rd ana August 7th t o  9th. 

Lin Jorgeson, in charge o f  Kittiwake dur iw s t o r m  at Sward, October 6th 
a s t e r  of the Kittiwake required ashore in  connection trials t o  9th inclusive. 

fishery cases at Saaard. 

SALMOR m 
T:D 1925 88lmon soPweon i n  Cook Inlet  was marked by a good r u  of  red.. 

si lver  and king salmon and a very li@t m o f  pink and. chum-salmon. 
nmal occurance of s i lver  salmon in  advance o f  the reds i s  unknown by cmmery- 
men t o  h8VO taken place i n  other years, moreover the quality o f  the si lver  salmon 
varied with the general condition of this f i s h  i n  past years, i n  that they were 
loose 86a106, and s o f t  mated, and had the appearanas of being imnatnre. Red 
3almon did not begin t o  run i n  quantities until the 16th fX July. This m n  
contimed during two day8,prior the above date there was a very light ran o f  
t h i s  specie. The second run o f  red salmon s tmck i n  above Anchor Point July 
22nd and contimed t o  run heavy until. the 24th, after which the run slackened, 
hoPrFfver, good catches were taken well up t o  the close of the season, B u s s t  10th. 
There was no srpprecriable amount o f  salmon oaught below Anahor Point at any time 
during the season. 

!Phe u& 



Copy o f  Report 

By James Hart-Stream Guard. Ghinik Creek (Kamishak Bay( Cook Inlet) 
Season 1925 

Chinik Creak at  the mouth where i t  empties i n  the sea (K&sb,a,k 
Bay) has a fal l  and rapids, and the water is not confined t o  OL. 
ahanmel; but spreads out over the f a l l s  for a distance o f  abont 75 
feet ,  making i t  impossible f o r  the f i s h  t o  get up the creek on small 
tides. In fact ,  tnere is not many f ish get up the creek only on the 
highest tides; as the water i s  getting low i n  the stream when the run 
starts in. !?his year the ruil comenced the Z l s t  o f  June; but did not 
start up the creek u n t i l  abmxt the 1st. of  July. 

Out o f  the 75 o r  80 thousand f ish that comes t o  the creek, there is  
not over one third t h t  reach the spawning ground. I have examines 
this natural barrier very carefully and have come t o  the conclusion that 
w i t h  the erpenditure o f  about $l200.00 a channel c8n be blasted thm so 
the water w i l l  be confined t o  one channel. The length of tfie work w i l l  
be 80 feet thru a hard conglomerate formation. 
l e t  the fish go t o  the spawning ground on any tide. !!?he length o f  the 
meek f rom salt water t o  lake is about 19 miles, width of creek 25 feet ;  
no barr ier  i n  creek above fall. 

This work completed would 

??he lake o r  spawning ground is about two m i l e s  long by about one 
half m i l e  wide. a beautiful body o f  water. W i t h  this work done at the 
faller there would be nothing t o  prevent the ent i re  run f rom going t o  the 
spawning ground. I recomnd this work should be done. 

S i p d :  

Jams Rsrt-Stream Guard- 

( Fish referred to i n  this r e p o r t  are red ealmon.) 

R.L.Co3.e 
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OPEELAT033 &TO"?TT ATD KIKi3 OF G S * 3  B1FZCIPED 
The following co?xmms engaged i n  the salmon fishery o f  Cook Inlet ,  

the amount and kind o f  gear used bp them as follows: 

Libby I J c ~ e i l l  and Libby, cannery a t  K e n a i  
10 deep mater traps-5 beach traps-91 king salmon g i l l  nets, 
25 fthms. each. 

northwestern Fisheries Company, Kenai 
7 deep water trapa--3 beach traps 

Gorman & Company, Anchorage 
8 Beach traps-24 king salmon nets, approximate 20 fthms. each 

Fidalgo Island Packing Company, cannery at Point Graham, 
7 deep writer traps- 

.. 
Cook Inlet  Packing Company, oannery a t  Seldovia 

4 Beach traps 

A l a s k a  Year Rotlnd Canneries Inc., aannery a t  Seldovia 
4 Beach trapa- 

Xor th  C o a s t  Packing Company, cannery a t  Xinilchik 
3 Beach traps- 

TI. A. Keller, wanerg a t  Deep Creek 
5 G i l l  nets-59 Xesh, 25 fthms long 

J. A. ?Jagill, sal tery at Anchorage, (Xild cure and hard s a l t )  
6 Beach traps--100 king salmon nets, 25 fthms. each 

Xorstedt & Sanstrox, 3tarichkof Creek, (Kild Cure on small scow)  
2--25 fthn. king salmon nets 
Fish taken from 1-25 fthm. net belonging t o  Fred Vinslow 
Fish taken from 1--17 fthm. net belonging t o  A. Johnson 

- FISHIX G m .  DG?LOnD COOK IXLZT 
Total f ishing genr employed in  Cook In le t  as Follows: 

33 Beach traps 
24 cieep water pi le  traps 
219 king salmon nets awroximate length 25 fthms. 
5 red salmon nets 5&' mesh length 25 fthms. 

TOTAL PACK CBXED SALEIOl? 
The combined. ,pcks c m d  salmon i n  Cook Inlet as per preliminary verbal 

reports subdt ted  by the various packers are as f o l l o w s :  
Reds 85,953 cases, basis 1 lb. oans--48 t o  Yne case 
Coho 11,844 *' 
R i n g s  10,619 
Pink 

n n n  n tl w 0 n 

n n n  If n n n  n 
484 w n n  n n n n  n 

ChUlIl 1,630 " 
T O W  110.530 

n n n  n n n n  n 
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TOTAL PACK-XLD C'VKE 2 J D  HAXI U T  SLLKON 
Combined packs o f  m i l d  cure arzre. hard s a l t  salmn are a s  f O l 1 O P P . S :  
Red salmon hard s a l t  396 bbls-200 lbs each 
Silver ' I  I ?1 114 
mums " 

tt tt n 
w ?? t? 3c " tt t? 

840 TO!IXL All Species 

F i ld  cure 1 3 %  salnon 
148 4Yierces 800 lb. each 

M I S C 5 5 r n O U S  ?ACKS O T T E B  FI3 i i .Y -E?ODUC?S 

clams . !?. A. Keller-cannery a t  3 e p  Sreek packed 46 cases half flet r a z o r  

Alaska Year Round Camery Inc, cannery at 3eldovia ,packed 95 cases 
o f  half f l a t  giant crab. 

SALXOI: TAICFT FCR FOX F D D  
Raby & Younger a t  3eldwia-900 pink salmon, 50 Chum salmon 

Russell Waterbery, china Poot Lagoon, 450 s i lver  salmon 

Dan F'eterson, Peterson Bay, 450 s i lver  salmon 

EIlat t  Youth, Seldovia, 900 Chum salmon 

?E'J  CO:X!ZRBS: OPZUTITTG IhT 230K I:?!i!-S&lSO;J 1925 
Gorman & Compaay,cmnery a t  Anchorage 
(Formerly Anchorage E'acking Company ) id le  season 1924 

Cook Inlet Packing ComFaq,cannery a t  Seldovia, one l ine  plant buildt new. 
This ooncern operated joint ly  with the Alaska Year Round Canneries, Inc., 
under the firm name Alaska Year 3omd & Cook Inlet  %eking Company-season 1924. 

17. A. Reller, home office-$eldovia, A l a s k a  

quarters miles south o f  Tinilchik (This a very small hand camery) 
Salmon and clam cannery buiidt new a t  Deep Creek about one and three 

IDL3 m w s  
Po1d.r 1 i sherie s, Snug Harbor 

Operated by Pioneer Canneries, Inc .-season 1923 
Operated by Chisik Island Corporation,-season 1924 
Idle season 1925 

h t i c  Facking Company, E n g l i s h  Bay 
Idle season 1925 

ESC- 

i n  a l l  streams as was possible t o  observe. reference her@ is mde t o  red salmon. 
K!ile no  personal inspection was  made of .?dm spsmning grounds, tr ibutary t o  the 
Eenai & Kasilof Rivers the wri ter  observed quantit ies o f  red salmon entering the 
Kenai Biver on Sdy 16th and 24th ana f r o m  re l iab le  information many salmon were 

This phase o f  the salmon fishing i n  cook in l e t  was part icular l ly  gratifying 
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seen entering this rive? July 2 n d  and 23rd. 
the Pasilof Ziver. 
under the heading o f  "stream improment", a l s o  a t  Chinig Creek in  Ere Hart's 
report on this stream. 
Tansy at %@ish Eay Stream. 

This escapement also applies t o  
Uention is made o f  the esca-mment a t  Kalgin lsland Creek, 

A good escapement i s  also reported by stream guard 

F O X  D 3 n  A?!EB CL03E OF SALXOY S U S O X  AUGUST 10th 
A t  the close of  the salmon season pack f i p r e s a r e  obtained f r o m  the 

various salmon packers a l is t  o f  which was compiled ana furnished the Seattle 
and 2uneau office, 
permitted and p a t r o l  work a s  done i n  connection w i t h  the herring fishery. 
A d d i t i o n a l  t o  the general fishery aork i n  Cook Inlet  the Kittiwake was at the 
service o f  %r. Winn, meeting h i m  at Hodiak  an6 transporting him t o  Letnik Bay 
and I l l a m  B y ,  mat ing  h i m  again a t  the l a t t e r  place and taking h i m  t o  Anchorage. 
Also a number o f  Pox farmers and l ive Fox f r o m  the I1;'Lsilof River were transpcrted 
on the Kittiwake t o  Anchorage and returned t o  K a s i l o f  River, 

The work  o f  stream marking was continued as zaather conditions 

Leaving Seldovia w i t h  the Kittiwake October 1st t o  attend court a t  Seward, 
t-ing w i t h  us &. Studdert, 3r. Tansy and other Government witnesses re7 viola- 
tions, fishery regulation Cook Inlet  season 1924. We remained a t  Seward attend- 
ing court proceedings u n t i l  October 15th. While at Award recommendations f o r  
certain changes i n  fishery regulation f o r  the Cools Inlet  Uistr ic t  were prepared 
and forwarded t o  I&. Winn at Juneau. 
cases Cook Inlet  season 1924 and 28 was obtained f r o m  the District  Attorney and 
forwarded t o  the Seattle office. 

A complete record o f  trial re- a l l  fishery 

Leaving Soward Oetober 15th, we returned t o  Qeldovia and thence t o  K e n a i  
taking I ~ l r ,  Andrew Berg home (Nr. Berg was an important Governmsnt witness fishery 
cases). A stop was made on this t r i p  a t  K a s i l o f  River. Here several fox farmers 
were v is i ted  f o r  the purpose o f  ascertaining quantities o f  salmon used f o r  fox 
feed, i f  any. From information obtained only small quantities of dried salmon 
were being used f o r  this purpose, i n  this vicinity;  as most a l l  o f  the stock is 
o f  the s i lver  Bck variety, requiring a different food than the Blue Fox. 

Returning t o  Seldovia f r o m  Pdmilof River pack figures were obtained f rom 
all herring operators. The namu o f  each concern and the amount packed by a l l  
herring operators in Coak In le t  up t o  Iciovcmber 1st was supplied LTr. Jack !Pansy, 
copies o f  which were furnished Seattle and Juneau office. 

In accordsncc w i t h  E&. Vinn*s l e t t e r  o f  September 30th arrangements were 
made with PW. Tansy t o  supervise the minter herring fishery i n  Cook Inlet  f rom 
Xovember 3rd t o  the close o f  the herring season. 

M e  l e f t  Oook In le t  for Prinae V i l l i a m  Sound Xovember 3rd, arriving a t  Cord- 
A separate report will be made f o r  the Cook Inlet  herring o v a  Xovember 8th. 

f ishery a t  the close 0:' the hemine season. 

, . r r  _. . ^ .  
- 1  

. '. 
/ .  
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- ~ C O ~ ~ ~ ' J ! I O N s  P'X? 1926 
It i s  hereby respectfblly urged that the following recomndatioas 

f D r  the furtherence o f  w o r k  and ellmsncremnt o f  efficiency in  the Cook Inlet 
f isher ies  be given consideration, 

1, 
o f  s ix  months durins the year who is capable o f  taking charge when operations 
o f  the Bureau require the :&ster ashore. 
from appropriation: ''Brotecting Seal and Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1926" 
ltook Inlet  Allowment. 

That a oompetent boat man be assigned t o  the Kittiwake for a period 

The expense o f  this man t o  be paid 

E. %at two power dories be constructed for patrol work along certain 

dories of a suitable t y p  mould be economical t o  construct and operate and 
as affective i n  law inforcement i n  the ground they cover as a larger craf t ,  
mes t  boa ts  could also be used t o  gooa  advantage i n  other places o f  the Bureau's 
work, i n  the r ivers  and on the f la ts  o f  Cook Inlet. 

3. 
f o r  the impromnt o f  Chinik Creek (Kamishak Bay) 

4. 
or other dev&e--in Kalgin Creek as may be recornreended by the Bureau which T i l l  

beaches on Cook Inlet  t o o  dmgerous t o  ply w i t h  a larger boat. Two power )" 

ca 
-2- 
--% 

I c2. 
&pi- 

R 1 
& c- b 
-2% 
*- -+ 

*I? 

", 
That permission be granted t o  spend a sum not t o  exceed 1200 d o l l a r s  

That permission be granted f o r  the constmotion of  a fence, barricade 

re 
' 

:; 2 permit salmon t o  enter the s t r & m  and keep the trout out. 
cI_I . _ - . I _ .  .*-..*__. .I_, - -.. 

Present avsi_lablc? Appropriation; ''Protecting Seal and Salmon Fisheries 

ne 30th, 1926 i n  addition <o-ot;her 

\ :< 
'.;.* 

. -  5 ,  
o f  Alaska, 192671-Cook Inlet  Allotment, w i l l  cover the expense nacessary t o  
conrple t e  improvment recommended for C ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ - - l 5 a ~ - ~ - " ~ ~  creeks and salary 
o f  extra man f o r  Xitt-iwake April l5;iyth $' 
axpenges- incident t o -  the Bureau's work i n  Cook Inlet  t o  June 30th, 1926. 

. 

Respec t f k l l y  submitted, 

Naster U. S. F. S. Kittiwake 

Copy to &.X5nn, Seattle 
Seattle Office 
Juneau Office 


